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MUMBAI: About 8% ot the druy
samples from Maharashtra
tested by the Food and Drugs
Administration (FDA), exther
nad chemicals other than the
prescribed dose or were f1iled
with contaminantssuchascori
starch, potato starch or chalk.
revealedadataby Union heaith
ministry.

Union minister of state for
Health and Family weltare, Ash-
winl Kumar Choubey, on

December 13, told the Lok Sabha

thatbetween 2014-15and 2018-19.
of the 20,352 samplestested inthe
Maharashtra, 1,661 drugs were
found to be substandard, making
1t the state with the highest rate
of drugsamplesfailingthe FDA
test.

Acrossindia, 4% (15.517) sany
ples of the total 3,84,200 tested
drugstalled FDA standards.

Maharashtra has a 35,000-
crore drug manufacturing
Industry, with 1,400 drug-pro-
ducing units in the state. How-
ever,owingtounregulated drug
market, sub-standard drugsare
commonlyavailable.
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"On an everyday basis, we
conduct rards atditferent places
and selze taulty medicines. But
when it goes to court, the accused
ool ball after payving a small
amount. The rules are extremely
fenient so the same violators
Keeprepeating the crimes,” said
asenior FDA official.

Abhay Pandeyv, president of
All Food and Drugs Licence
Holders Foundation, said FDA
does 1ot have enough manpower
toact aganstillegal unats.

“Curvently, therearearound
6% vacanclesin various postsof
FDA I theagency doesnot have

keepacheckonillegallv-operat-
ing huhs? Also, the rate of con-
vietion rate is only 5-10%,” he
Saiet

tHealth professionals raised
theneed tomake citizensaware
ol fake medicines.

“Phe authortties concerned
Neod e come i oW 1th more
secured security features for
medicines. {11 the United States
(US)L eachstripofmedicine has a
intgue barcode which helps
buverstoverity the authenticity
of the drugs,” said health activist
DrRavikanth Singh.
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